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Outline

 Definitions and principles of trans-friendly 

terminology

 Evidence of discrimination experience while 

seeking medical care

 Medical personal attitudes and beliefs

 Our project 



Gender identity

 One’s sense of oneself as male, female, or 

outside these categories



Gender incongruency 

Gender dysphoria 



Definitions 



Gender Non-Conforming

A term for individuals whose gender 

expression is different from societal 

expectations and/or stereotypes related to 

gender 



Trans-friendly medical care 

starts with proper language 

Proper use of gender 

(Hebrew is more challenging), 

avoid misnaming and misgendering



Preferred Problematic
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Preferred Problematic

Transgender peopleTransgenders
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Preferred Problematic

Transgender peopleTransgenders

Gender reaffirmationSex reassignment

Transgender manFemale To Male

Transgender womanMale To Female



DSM 4 – until 2013  



DSM 5 – 2013  



 The final study sample includes 6,456 valid 

respondents from all 50 states 



Key findings in health section 

• when sick or injured, 28% postponed medical care due 

to discrimination or inability to afford it (48%)

• 19% reported being refused care due to their 

transgender or gender non-conforming status 

• Harassment 28% and violence 2 % in medical settings

• 50% of the sample reported having to teach their 

medical providers about transgender care



• Over four times the national average of HIV 

infection, 2.64% in our sample compared to 0.6% in 

the general population

• Over a quarter of the respondents misused drugs or 

alcohol specifically to cope with the mistreatment they 

faced due to their gender identity or expression

• 41% of respondents reported attempting suicide 

compared to 1.6% of the general population

Key Findings in health section 



Health survey in the Israeli trans community

Ela Amir and Jey Harris, “Maavarim” 



Internet survey, Facebook and mailing lists

133 responders (54/43/3 –

transmen/tranwomen/GC)



Misnaming, despite a specific request

Misgendering, despite specific request 

Lack of knowledge in trans basics

Invasive questions

Hostility

Sexual harastment

Did not seek help despite sick 

Postponed medical care

Experiences in medical facilities 



Attitudes and believes – current data



Attitudes and believes – current data

 More MP express favorable views towards 

transgender people 

 Female , young and less religious MP –

more favorable 

 Lack of knowledge regarding transgender 

care

 Status in Israel? 



Our project:

Prof. Orit Pinhas-Hamiel, 

Jonathan Tepp

 Internal Medicine and Family physicians' 

Attitudes and Beliefs Towards Transgender 

People 

 TABS (transgender attitudes and beliefs 

scale) questionnaire introduced to 

participants both during conferences (FM) 

and in medical wards (IM)
Archives of Sexual Behavior on March 21, 2016

Kanamori, Y., Cornelius-White, J. H. D., Pegors, T. K., Daniel, T.,& Hulgus, J. F. Development and validation of the Transgender 

Attitudes and Beliefs Scale (TABS).



TABS – 3 domains (1-7 score)

 Interpersonal comfort 



Gender beliefs 



Human value



Planed analysis
 Males/females

 Age

 Interns/Residents/Attendings

 Secular/No Secular

 Hospital based/community based

 Comparison to the similar study among 

pediatricians

 One of the goals is to identify the subgroups 

for educational intervention   



Future projects – anybody?

 Medical students’ TABS

 Psychiatrists and psychologists’ TABS

 Transgender care knowledge questionnaire 



Thank you


